
Our program

Aimed at Registered Nurses and Midwives who are currently 
working in, or would like to work in, a Special Care Nursery 
environment, as well as:

•    Registered Nurses working in smaller, mostly rural 
hospitals who provide backup for midwives in birth suite 
when caring for compromised newborns, or

•   Registered midwives wanting to refresh their knowledge 
in caring for the compromised newborn.

This program therefore aims to equip nurses and midwives, 
some of whom are relatively isolated, with the knowledge 
and skills to care for unwell neonates in the Special Care 
Nursery environment, provide initial supportive care to 
unwell neonates or ongoing care to neonates with mild 
transient health issues. 

The postgraduate Neonatal Care program is available with 
exit points at graduate diploma and graduate certificate level.

Career opportunities

The Master of Health (Neonatal Care) will provide graduates 
with a wide range of career opportunities in the areas 
of direct newborn care including Special Care Nursery 
settings, further research opportunities or positions in 
leadership, management or policy development.

Completion of the Master of Health (Neonatal Care) with a 
thesis component provides a pathway into Doctoral studies. 

What to expect
This program is offered in a flexible/blended mode with 
theoretical content delivered predominantly online, with on-
campus face-to-face study blocks held twice per semester. 

The intensive study blocks will provide interactive sessions 
and skill development in our well-equipped neonatal nursing 
laboratories. The program also provides students with 
the opportunity to study topics of particular interest with 
electives, covering a wide range of subjects.

Some clinical placement experience is included in this 
program, and will be negotiated on an individual basis 
depending on the needs of each student. 

The flexibility of this program allows you to continue working 
whilst you study, to develop a deep understanding of 
contemporary issues in the care of the neonate and their 
families in both rural and urban settings. 

Our staff
Our enthusiastic and energetic academics maintain their 
strong industry knowledge with significant on-going 
experience and networks in the sector. They are committed 
to assisting and supporting students align theory and 
practice. 
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Become a specialist practitioner in the care of neonates and their families in the context of a 
multidisciplinary team. 
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Fees
Please visit federation.edu.au/fees to obtain further 
information regarding Indicative Program Fees.

For further information regarding Commonwealth Supported 
Places and HECS-HELP visit www.goingtouni.gov.au. 

Application information
All applicants are required to hold full current registration with 
the Nursing and Midwifery Board of Australia (NMBA) as a 
nurse or midwife and must submit a copy of their registration 
together with a current Working With Children Check (WWC) 
and Vaccination Record with their application. Students will 
also be expected to obtain a Police Check during each year 
of enrolment. 

Pathway/alternate entry
Students who have completed a midwifery program may be 
eligible for 15 credit points upon entry.

Entry requirements and exit points
Currently registered nurses and midwives are eligible to 
apply for entry to this program.

Exit points include:

•  Graduate Diploma of Neonatal Care - following 
successful completion of 120 credit points of study

•  Graduate Certificate of Neonatal Care - following 
successful completion of 60 credit points of study

Program delivery location 

Online and Mt Helen (Ballarat) or Gippsland (Churchill) 

Program duration 

2 years full-time (or part-time equivalent)

MASTER OF HEALTH (NEONATAL CARE)

YEAR 1
SEMESTER 1

Introduction to the Well Neonate Supportive Neonatal Care

Elective

SEMESTER 2 Complex Neonatal Care Research Methods for Health

YEAR 2
SEMESTER 1 Elective Elective

SEMESTER 2 Research Thesis A Research Thesis B

Individual courses are also available to study for Continuing Professional Development (CPD).

Sample course plan 


